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S. Rep. No. 254, 35th Congress, 1st Sess. (1858)
S R EP. C .\1. 
~ N . 2.- . 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
MAY 15-, 1858.-0rdered to be printed. 
Mr. IVERSON made the following 
REPORT. 
[To accompany Bill S. 368.] 
Tlte Committee on Claims, to whorn was referred the petition of Eliia 
E. Ogden , report: 
The petitioner, as the widow of the late Major Edmund A. Ogden, 
k. to bP. allowed a c~mission of two and a half per cent . on the 
u1 of 116,040 disbursed by her late husband out ot the appropria-
i_ u for the suppression of Indian hostilities, and on $279, 238 10 
d1 bur.,ecl in the Mexican war-making an aggregate of $.395, 278 10. 
~h e Jisbursements were made by him as an assistant quartermaster 
ID the United States army, between the 1st Or.tober, 1840, a.nd the 
th 1'. ptember, 1849, as the committee is informed upon inquiry at 
h office of the Third Auditor of the Treasury . 
. Ir· . Ogden cites as a precedent for this allowance the case of the 
ilow ~f Captain Hetzel, who was allowed a like percentage on the 
m. th. b~rsed by her husband, as assistant quartermaster, out of 
}lp~opnat1ons made for the suppression of Indian hostilities, by a 
I 1
1 } act of_Uongress.-(10 Stat., 736.) A similar allowance was 
1 't '' 
the widow of Captain Eneas Mackay for like disbursements.-
If ·it ., l3.) But in both instances t he allowance of t wo and a 
per cent. was limited to disbursements made prior to 30th Sep-
r, 1 38. 
In their repo t . . 
.,, r , accompanymg the bill for the payment of the per 
( .:/1i~rs. Mac~ay, the Committee on Military Affairs of the 
r priat' presenta~1ves say : " These disbursements of special ap-
lo,:~firekcons1dered to have been no part of the official duty 
'm ex iectct ay ; and such . being the case, it was reasonable for 
r nrllre >oh~ ~s?al compensation for taking upon himself the 
of J 1 nsibihty of making them.'' But after the passage of 
P iue(l b; fhe 1P~f, t~ie condition of things was changecl. This is 
I > Hon E Bo vtmg extract from a letter addressed by General 
r l. ~3· ·cs ashburne, House of Representatives, dated 15th 
r I J~,uJ ~; .e~, House Report No. 40, 1st sess. 33d Cong.) 
h tile 1 a 1 ys · When the Creek and Seminole Indians be-
' arge force of militia and volunteers was necessarily 
ELIZA E. OGDEN. 
called into service. The quartermaster's ~epartment, organized for 
limited peace establishment, had not sufficient officers for the re 
sible, laborious and important duties which devolved on it by t 
sudden state of war ; all the powers and faculties of the few office 
composing it were taxed to the utmost. Congress, satisfied oft 
necessity of an increase, authorized, in July, 1838, the appointm 
of twelve additional officers. These additional officers were mo 
at their posts, it is understood, by the close of tbe third quarter 
1838. As these officers were appointed in direct reference tot 
large militia and volunteer force required in addition to the regul 
army, I should not consider any extra compensation due .for di bu 
ing the special appropriations after 30th September, 1838, what oev 
equity there may be in such claims for disbursing those appropriatiot 
previous to that time." 
In conformity with these views, no allowance was made to Mr . 
Hetzel or Mrs. Mackay for disbursements of this character made n 
sequently to September 30, 1838 ; and the committee think that t 
same rule should apply in the present case, which e~cludes ~l! ~ll W· 
ance for disbursements for the suppression of Indian host1htie , 
they were made subsequently to that date. . . 
In reference to the other branch of the claim, to wit: for d1sbur 
ments for the Mexican war, General Jesup, in the letter above quo 
remarks: "For payments made by the pay department on acco~nt 
the volunteer force serving in the Mexican war, Congress authoriz . 
commission, not exceeding one-half of one per cent., on all sum ii 
bursed, not to exceed $1 000 per annum to each paymaster. The 
sponsibilities of the offic;rs of the quartermaster's department are 111 , 
to the responsibilities of the officers of the pay department, an_d th 1 
labors are much more onerous. There is no reason, therefore,. 
allowing extra compensation to paymasters which will not ap.ply h1 
equal or greater force to quartermasters." In accordance with t . 
views, Congress authorized the allowance of half of one per c · · 1 
the settlement of Quartermaster Mackay's accounts. If the_same r 
be applied in this case, the claimant will be entitled to receive ai t 
rate per cent. for the disbursement of $279 238, in the y_ear u 
l847, and 1848-' 49 as shown by a letter of the Third Auditor,}. h · 
M 14 ' ·tt wnc ay , 1858, addressed to the chairman of the comm1 ee, f b' 
among the papers, amounting to $1 396 19 for the payment 0 
the committee report a bill. ' ' · 
